M.S. Notice No. 25 of 2011
File No:  3-NT (9)/2006



                 Date: 05.10.2011
Sub: Delegation of Eye Sight Test Assessment to approved medical examiners 
For the attention of: Seafarers, Maritime training institutes, DGS approved Medical Examiners and Mercantile Marine Departments.
Introduction
1.
As per the requirement of existing Merchant Shipping (Medical Examination) Rules 2000, the deck officers taking Nautical Grade examinations as stipulated in the Section 78 of Merchant Shipping Act 1958 are required to pass the sight test.  This test as on date is being conducted at the approved Examination Centres of the Directorate by the Examiner of Master and Mates appointed under section 79 of the Act.  This Eye Sight test shall comprise of form and colour vision.  The colour vision test includes lantern test and in certain cases Ishihara Test 
2.
‘Ishihara colour plate tests” is widely used in many Maritime states as the primary means of testing the colour vision to assess the eye sight standard of seafarers which conforms to the requirements of STCW Convention as amended and the relevant sections of Maritime Labour Convention 2006 that has been adopted by International Labour Organisation (ILO).  Further more, the established International practices in many of the leading maritime nations has been to use the lantern test for evaluation of colour blindness at appellate stage in the event of seafarer’s failure to pass the periodical Ishihara test.
3. 
In view of this, the Directorate has now decided to simplify the sight test procedures that would conform to the current International standards specified in the STCW convention as amended.  This would also reduce the increasing workload at the examination centres of the Directorate.
Scope and Date of Entry into force

4.
The revised directives are being issued pursuant to the powers conferred under of Section 456 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 and to be read with notification issued by the Government of India vide S.O.No. 3144 dated 17th December 1960 delegating the said power to the Director General of Shipping, and the relevant rule of M.S. (Medical Examinations) Rules 2000. These directives shall be applicable to seafarer’s taking nautical grade examination and remain in force till such time the new draft rules that has been formulated are promulgated by the Govt. of India. 
5. 
Revised Procedures to conduct the eye sight test:  

5.1
Medical Examination including sight test of the new entrants (enrolling for various DG approved Pre-Sea Courses) leading to Nautical, Polyvalent Stream and GP ratings course programme with effect from 05th October 2011 shall be conducted only by the Medical Examiners approved by DG Shipping.  List of all such approved Medical Examiners are available on the DG Shipping website www.dgshipping.com (Please also refer to the relevant MS Notices issued by the Directorate from time to time).
5.2
All such new entrants shall fulfil the prescribed standards of Eye Sight for the “Pre-Sea” Medical Examination as per M.S. (Medical Examinations) Rules 2000. Colour Vision shall now be tested by Ishihara test only at the initial stage. If the new entrant is not able to pass the Ishihara test then he /she shall not be eligible to join any Pre-sea training leading to any Nautical Grade functions.  However, he has the right to appeal to the Chief Examiner of Master and Mates / Principal Officer of Mercantile Marine Department as per the procedures prescribed in the Merchant Shipping (Medical Examinations) Rules, 2000.   In the event of unsuccessful appeal such applicant may approach the Director General of shipping who shall refer his/her case to the notified Appellate Authority through the Director Seamen’s Employment Office.  
5.3 
 DGS approved medical examiners upon satisfactory examination of the new entrant shall issue a Sight test Certificate in Prescribed Format as attached in Form B in addition to the Medical Certificate as prescribed in the M.S. (Medical Examinations) Rules 2000.   This certificate shall be valid for a period of two years. Applicant shall also retain the ‘New Entry’ sight test certificate till his active sea career.  The seafarer shall use the application for sight test as prescribed in Form A.  
5.4
Subsequent periodical eye sight test (Standard Type) which is required for obtaining the various Nautical Grade certifications shall be conducted by the DGS approved medical examiners as per the standards prescribed in M.S. (Medical Examinations) Rules 2000, except that Colour vision to be tested by Ishihara test only instead of Lantern Test. Upon satisfactory examination, DGS approved medical examiners shall issue a ‘Sight Test Certificate’ to the candidate in the prescribed format as in Form B. Such periodical eye sight test certificates shall be valid for two years. The assessment centre of the Directorate conducting Nautical Grade examination shall accept this Sight test certificate issued by the DGS approved medical examiners for the purpose of Nautical Grade Certification. DGS approved medical examiners shall retain the application form and a copy of sight test certificates issued to the candidates for a period of five years, to enable verification of certificates by any relevant authority. 
5.5
Henceforth, the approved examination centres of MMD Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Kochi and Kandla shall conduct the sight test only in case of Appeal / Referral cases, i.e for the existing seafarers who may be declared ‘Fail’ by DGS approved medical examiners during the periodical sight test, provided they have been declared ‘Pass’ in the New entry sight test and having evidence of above. For such appeal cases, detailed test including lantern test shall be conducted as per the provisions of Rules. The examiner shall use Proforma of Appeal / Referral as prescribed in Form C. Principal Officers under whose jurisdiction these examination centre fall have the authority to clear the Appeal / Referral cases as per the existing provisions of M.S. (Medical Examinations) Rules 2000. Only Appeal / Referral cases of special nature as specified in the rules shall be forwarded to the Chief Examiner for his consideration and further necessary action.
Compliance and Control-

6.
Notwithstanding anything mentioned in the above relevant Para, the examination centres shall also conduct the eye sight test of all Nautical Grade examinee applying for Assessment and Certification on a random basis (i.e around 5 percent of the total applicants yearly) as per the procedure prescribed in Examination, Assessment and Certification (EAC) Quality Manual.  The percentage may be enhanced by the Principal Officer in consultation with Chief Examiner of Master and Mates, if proper justification is given by him.  The purpose of this additional test is to verify the effectiveness of medical examination system in respect of sight test.   

7.
In course of such test, if the examination centre observes any of the examinees eye sight not meeting the standards specified in the certificate issued then such cases shall be reported to the Chief Examiner of Master and Mates with recommendations namely giving provisional eligibility to the examinee to take his/her examination subject to passing sight test examination in appeal / referral cases.  This may also need investigation into the improper medical examination conducted by the concerned approved medical examiner who issued such certificate.
8.
Any malpractice in conduct of eye sight test reported in writing to the Principal Officer, MMD who may forward such information to the Directorate for further investigation.  For the purpose of any inquiry or appeal, the Directorate shall give such Medical examiner, an opportunity of making a defence either in person or through authorized representative.   Based on the objective findings, the Directorate may initiate appropriate disciplinary or other punitive measures against the concerned examiner as per the provisions of applicable Indian Laws.  
9.
This MS Notice needs to be read in conjunction with MS Notice No. 23 of 2010 and MS (Medical Examination) Rules, 2000 and any other relevant notice issued by the Directorate from time to time.  This shall enter into force with effect from the date of issuance of the M.S. Notice and remain valid till the revised MS (Medical Examination) Rules are notified in the official Gazette by the Government of India. 
10.
This issues with the approval of Director General of Shipping.

(Capt. S.I. Abul Kalam Azad)

Nautical Surveyor – cum- DDG (Tech)

Encl: 
a. Application for sight test format – Form A

b. Sight test certificate format – Form B
c. Proforma of Appeal / referral carried out by MMD concerned – Form C.
Form A

Reference No.  ............. 

(Office use only) 

APPLICATION FOR SIGHT TEST

	(1)
	
	Place of Examination
	_________________

	(2)
	(a)
	Surname (Block Letters)
	_________________

	
	(b)
	Full Name (Block Letters) 


	_________________

	(3)
	
	Permanent address:

(As on records -Block Letters) 

	_________________

	(4)
	
	Discharge Book No. (if any)
	
__________________

	(5)
	
	Nationality
	__________________

	(6)
	
	Date of Birth
	__________________

	(7)
	
	Place of Birth
	__________________

	(8)
	
	Height (cms.)
	__________________

	(9)
	
	Colour of Eyes
	___________ Colour of Hair_____________

	(10) 
	
	Complexion
	___________________

	(11)
	
	Personal Marks
	___________________

	(12)
	
	Rank (If serving at sea)
	___________________

	(13)
	
	If about to go to sea
	

	
	(a)
	Name of the Company
	___________________

	
	(b)
	Capacity
	___________________

	(14)
	(a)
	Date of previous eye-sight test
	
___________________

	
	(b)
	Results : Passed/Failed
	___________________


Declaration of candidate:


               "I hereby declare that the particulars stated above are correct and true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further declare that except as stated in Column 14, I was not examined in an eye-sight test held in any Mercantile Marine Department or by any DGS approved Medical examiner.  I wear/do not wear aids to vision" 

The above declaration was 
signed in the presence of me

Signature of Candidate 







Signature and seal of DGS approved 

Medical Examiner or

Examiner of Master and Mates, MMD
Fees: A fee of Rs. .................... was received for examination in Sight Test. 

  Date: .........................   






  Place: ........................                                                   Signature..............................

[image: image1]
Form C

Proforma of Appeal / Referral cases in Sight Test

Name: _______________________________________________________________________
A) LETTER TEST:

No. of letter read correct in each line to be entered

WITHOUT AIDS





WITH AIDS







	Eyes 
	3rd line
	4th line
	5th line
	6th line
	7th line

	Left
	
	
	
	
	

	Right
	
	
	
	
	

	Both
	
	
	
	
	

	Eyes 
	3rd line
	4th line
	5th line
	6th line
	7th line

	Left
	
	
	
	
	

	Right
	
	
	
	
	

	Both
	
	
	
	
	


RESULT: PASS/FAILED




RESULT: PASS/FAILED

B) LANTERN TEST





          C) ISHIHARA TEST
Darkness adoption:  >       minutes.






	Actual No.
	Read

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Every alternative circuit to be run in reverse

direction

LARGE APERTURE

	Code No
	1st Circuit
	2nd Circuit

	55
	
	

	1
	
	

	3
	
	

	00
	
	

	50
	
	

	00
	
	

	17
	
	

	11
	
	

	33
	
	


      Colour test result:

Passed/Failed/Referred/not examined

Examiner: ____________

Date: --------------

SMALL APERTURE

	
	BROKEN CIRCUIT

	Code No
	1st Circuit
	2nd Circuit
	3rd Circuit
	4th Circuit
	Actual No. 
	Circuit Read

	55
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33
	
	
	
	
	
	

	00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	53
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: Result of above Sight test should be decided as per M.S. (Medical Examination) Rules 2000.
or Examiner of Masters and Mates, MMD











Near Vision





Results





Field of vision





Right Eye





Both Eyes





Left Eye





Colour Vision





and CIE 143-2001 for seafaring occupation





, the eye sight standards for his / her designated rank / position as set out in STCW A 1/9-1 





has met / not met*





     hereby certify that the above mentioned candidate   





                                                                                  





I, 





Photograph





SIGHT TEST CERTIFICATE                                       Form B:


           New Entry/Standard*








Distant Vision

















This certificate is valid for two years from the above date. New entry sight test certificates should be retained by the candidate till his active sea career.





If failed or to be referred  for further advise in case of periodical eye sight test, one copy of this application shall be forwarded to the Mercantile Marine Department / Chief Examiner of Masters and Mates with detailed report. 





Where not examined indicate by stating N/E.


Examiner of master and mates will subject candidates to test for distant and colour vision only.


* Delete if not applicable. 





 








Note: 





at 





Dated





Signature of DG approved Medical Examiner





Candidate's Signature





        3) He / She may not be re-examined again without prior approval of the Chief Examiner.





        2) He / She may be examined after a lapse of one month





        1) He / She may be examined at any time with aids to vision





#(Delete the statements if not applicable)





Lantern / Others





Ishihara





Vertical Plane





Horizontal Plane





Aided 





Unaided





Aided 





Unaided





Identification Notes





Colour of eyes





Date and place of Birth 





PP /CDC/ ID card No.





Rank 





Full Name     





Reference No
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