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                                                                   Dated 25/09/2012                                                                       

MS NOTICE NO 22 OF 2012
Sub: Certificates of Competency issued under the Inland Vessels Act, 1917 (as amended) – reg.
Certificates of Competency (CoC) under the Inland Vessels (IV) Act, 1917, as amended, are issued by State Governments.  Pursuant to amendments of the year 2007 to the Inland Vessels Act, 1917, section 31 states that “Effect of Certificates of Competency or service and licences. A Certificate of Competency or service and licence granted under this Chapter shall have effect throughout India.”
2. Whilst for the Engineering department CoCs, areas of competency requirements may be uniform or nearly uniform largely based on the propulsion power of the vessels concerned, the areas of competency requirements for the Deck/Nautical department Certificates of Competency, especially with respect to local knowledge, may vary largely from one location to another, where such IV crafts may be operating.
3. Many such IV certificate holders are also permitted to operate vessels registered under the Merchant Shipping (MS) Act, 1958, as amended, under the ‘Minimum Safe Manning Document’ (MSMD) issued to such vessels.
4. Further, section 72 of the IV Act provides for certificated IV Masters to be deemed as pilots, under section 31 the Indian Ports Act, 1908, as amended and as such, exempts IV vessels from requirement of pilotage. Therefore, it is prudent to allow IV Master CoC holders of one state to operate in another after a due diligence is carried out by the local authorities.
5. In order to address the above mentioned issues, the State Governments or their authorized Maritime Boards are hereby urged to formally notify such special qualifications/experience or assessment requirements, which will enable a CoC holder of another state to safely operate an IV vessel within its jurisdiction, under an intimation, formally to the jurisdictional Mercantile Marine Department (MMD), Govt of India, as well as the Nautical Advisor to the Govt of India, in this office.

6. The Masters, operators and ports concerned are required to comply with the aforesaid provisions as declared/notified by the State Government having jurisdiction over the area concerned, for this purpose.
7. This issues with the approval of the Director General of Shipping, Govt of India. 
 (Capt. S.K. Shukla)

Deputy Nautical Advisor to the GOI
